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DETAILED
DESIGN

There are a number of constructional issues relating to the
design and build of your new house which have little or no
implications in terms of planning or building control issues
and therefore which are not required for either
application. These include internal trims such as skirtings
and architraves, fitted furniture such as kitchen units and
wardrobes and some internal doors. Consequently they
can be left until later in the decision making process.




Joinery & Trim

I'ime Line
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Although there is always scope for originality at all stages of the design and construction of a house, the detail of
the interior is an arca where the possibilities are almost limitless. Careful selection and design of the internal
skirtings, fascias, and architraves will enhance your design, without necessanly adding significantly to the cost
All are essential components in the construction, to hide the gaps and uneven edges between joinery and different
materials. These ‘trims’ can be made of softwood, hardwood, laminate or plastic and be purpose made or selected
from a range of standard profiles

Key Facts

Materials

Hides the unsightly joint between plaster or wall
finish and floor.

Architrave
Covers the gap between the lining of a door and the
wall finish

Window Board
A window board is the internal version of a window
cill (the two are often confused).
Finishes
Picture Rail
Originally developed to hang pictures from, this is
fixed 1o the wall at high level

Dado Rail

Introduced 10 allow protection of the lower part of a
wall, dado rails present opportunities for creative
interior design

-
I Joinery and Trim

Barge boards

If your budget will not stretch to expensive external
building materials, then a cost effective way of
achieving a dramatic effect and enhanced kerb appeal is
10 invest in fretied timber barge boards. Painted timber
boards as shown above, are available for £750 - £1500.




Plastic Plumbing

Time Line
(Weeks)

5% Plumbing, Heating and Location
Sanitaryware Installation

sanitaryware

Plastic plumbing systems have been used for above ground drainage for many years in the UK. More
recently, plastic has begun to replace the more traditional copper pipework used for central heating and hot
water supplies. Plastic reduces scale build up and pipe hammer and lowers the risk of frost damage. The
easier installation procedure has lead to it being adopted by many self builders who lack the experience of

a professional plumber

Layout Plans for Plumbing for the Indicator House Key Points

\ssembly
Push fit

Frost Resistance

Pl

Flexibility
Becausc

Thinking Ahead

Plumbing and heating is often left 10 a subcontractor to design
and plan out well into the construction of a project. If pipe
drops and runs can be planned carly on, and a clear
specification of your requirements can be provided, extra cost
and unsightly exposed services can be avoided

Adaptability

Installation

Plastic pipes can be run  Joints are minimised by  Lightweight plasic is easily High impact  resistance
through joists like cables. bending the pipe rum carmied means that dents are svouded

Wastage is reduced duc to the  Cuts are camied out whilst  Connections can be rotated 10 Push fit joints avoid the use
case of cutting on site the pipe s in situ allow fittings 10 be moved of a blow wrch




Bathtime Innovation
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Hydromassage invigorates the muscular

system, helping to recover lost encray

when used daily and contributes 1o n

greater sense of well being

Successful bathroom design depends on factors such as size, sunlight and the choice of fittings and appliances.
However, people are not always aware when they are building their own home that they are in control of all of these
factors. Many people understand that they can specify larger rooms, but often fail to recognise the benefits to their
quality of life that can be obtained from specifying specific appliances. The introduction of hydromassage units to
a bath or shower can transform a utilitarian room into a highly thereputic place to be in.

Whirlpool Baths

Whirlpool baths can provide soothing and
therapentic iNassages.

Gienerally the bigger the jets tie. they move
miore afr aind water) the better the massage

Narrow high pressure streams are 1o be
avedded as they can cause more discomfort
thei I.'a.fi Asnire

Hydromassage invigoratex the muscular
system annd wved daily can help recover lost

Energy.

Controls

When choosing a wliripool bath it is wise to
check thar you have the ability o adjust ti
water flow for maxivnon comfori

Vs check tlat yori can direct the massage
re it feels best

\uather handy feature s an ou-off switch

to specifiec areas wii

that can be operated from within the bath.

Jacuzzi Tivoli

Water Jets

The type of water fet ix the key to soothing
aad therapentic bydromassag

Check that the fets are high velume rather
than narrow high pressure streams which
can canse discomfort,

Look at the patterns made by the water jels
Circular patterns of bubbles provide greater
therapy and avoids discomfort

Turbo Massage Showers

® An  alternative to  immersion
hydromassage, more commonly known
as whirlpool baths.
Jets operate alternatively in groups of
Sfour to give a stimulating massage.
Sequences can be programmed to
personalize the massage.
Check to
see if a
steam
bath
option is
available
within
your
enclosed
shower
cubicle.

Jacuzzi Amea Twin




Plasterboard

Time Line
(Weeks)

Cost Location

approx 5.4%
of total build
cost

I [Indicator Key Facts

are muny differem variations on
imple b plasterboard  product
if the vne you

juIrements in i

Both masonry and stud walls inside a house have to present a smooth, sound dry surface, ready for decoration with
paint, wallpaper or tiles. One way to achieve this is to line the walls with a thin board, usually made from plaster
sandwiched between thick paper linings. and commonly referred to as “plasterboard’. Board finishes are the only

option for walls made of timber studs, but they can also be fixed to block work using a timber or metal frame, or

bonded in place with a special plaster-based adhesive

Purchasing Wall Lining Boards

visiting th

The performance required;

Virlue for money; Tor o small extra cost il
muy be possible to acquire n board which

will perform fur better than the cheapest

Certification; it is advisable to only buy
boards which comply with BS1230 or have
been certilied by (he British Booard of
Agrément, and which comply with the

requirements of the NHBC

Ease of installation and finishing;
particularly important for DIY enthusiasts
Information can be oblained from the
Builders Merchant or the manulncturer’s




Security

i Indicator Key Fact

When individuals set about designing their new home they seldom consider the security implications of the
decisions they are making. Over the years the police have identified a number of key areas where housing can be
made more secure at minimal extra cost to the occupants. The “Secured by Design” initiative aims (0 encourage
the building mdustry, and therefore sell builders, to adopt recommended crime prevention guidelines

Designing Your Home for Maximum

Week 6

Security

. : Landscaping

For further information
contact the
Crime Prevention Officer
at your local police station.




Insurance

Time Line
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You could require these four types of insurance
when building your own house; Public Liability
Insurance: Employer’s Liahility Insurance
Personal Accident Insurance: [ Planning

Permission Insurance for Barn Conversions

Very few novice self builders are aware of the types of insurance that they should have in place at the onset of a
self build project. It is important to know that as a self builder you have to meet the same laws and regulations as
a large developer. This means that if a self builder is acting as his own main contractor (i.e. employing trades people
directly) then he or she must ensure that sufficient public liability and employer’s liability insurance is in place

before any building work begins

What types of insurance do I need?

Public Liability Insurance Employer’s Liability Personal Accident

This insurance prolects the sell This protects the self builde ( This additional cover can often be provided o protect

builder during the course aof injury be caus 0 ol vh the self builder on his own sil This insurance

their building works In case mploye ) then provides protection that would not normally be

dam is caused 1o somcone (i 1 ¢ e« provided under the public or employer's hability

else or somcone else’s propenty ol the building works of the insurance product

i as a result of the construction policy

activity In addition some

msurance products will protect

the self builder should theis Loss of Planning Permission for Barn Conversions:

development mierfere, obstruct

trespass or camse huisance 10 Should & mujor loss oceur during the development of a barn conversion, in certain instances the

wny rights of way for ir, light planning permission may be imvalidated. This may happen if a bam structure collapses during

water or other essements. building works which necessitates the reconstruction of the barn from scratch. Often the total rebuild
f structures in certain sensitive areas (e.g. green belis) is not permitied and therefore planning
permission and market value of the property would be lost. This type of insurance provides the gap
between the original market value of the property and the new lower value afier planning permission

has been lost

How Much Cover? What to look out for?

The following figures are ® Make sure that the policy being offered is
provided as indications the policy that you actually need.
and are typically offered ® Check that the company or broker dealing
by the leading self build with the insurnnce product has experience in
insurance brokers the self build market

@ Ask the broker about the sorts of claims
Public Liability they have had recently, how they could have
£2,000,000 been prevented and what they did to resolve
Employers’ Linbility the problem
£10,000,000




TENDER
ACTION

You will obtain the most competitive price for the
construction of your new house if you ask a number of
suppliers, manufactuers and building contractors to
submit prices for the same work. It is expected in the
building industry that you obtain prices from at least 3
different organisations for each area of work and that each
party is asked to submit a price on a like for like basis. In
this way you can expect to save as much as 40% on any one
item or contract.




START
BUILDING

Having obtained competitive prices from at least 3
building contractors, you are in a position to award your
building contract. Ensure that the contractor has priced
for everything which you require him to do and that you
both have a set of signed contract drawings and a
specification detailing the exact scope of the works and the
agreed contract price. You should also make it clear who
is responsible for insurance, warranties and supply of
materials as well as the start and completion dates.
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The authors of Indicalor would like 1o advise thal product information, specification details and prices are subject 1o change. Whilst every eflont has been made to ensure thal
ha information in this pack is accurate, it is recommended thal independent advise |5 sought belore proceeding with any matter concaming the building procoss






