
Self Build:
Design and Build Your Own Home

Foreword 
There can be no doubt that the British public is becoming ever more design and style conscious –
and nowhere is this more true than in the home. Marry this with the British obsession with
homeownership and you have the recipe for the phenomenon that is self-build. Only a few years ago,
self-build was still widely seen as an activity exclusively for the DIY fanatic willing to spend a few
years living in a caravan on a muddy building site. Today you can hardly turn on a television or read a
newspaper without reading about self-build and it seems that almost everyone has an idea of what
their dream home would be like, should they ever get the chance to build it.

Property makeover shows have taught us all how to transform our existing living space and
increasingly how to adapt and alter the layout. Ultimately, however, the constraints and limitations of
our aging and outdated housing stock leads to the gradual realisation that the only way to achieve
what we want without serious compromise, is to build from scratch.

Testament to the growth in individual homebuilding is the success of Homebuilding & Renovating

magazine, of which I have been editor for ten years. Copy sales have increased more than fourfold
since 1994 and the magazine now sells over 40,000 copies a month and is the best selling self-build
magazine in the UK.

Self Build: design and build your own home has been brilliantly conceived to convince the would-be
home builder that high quality self build is perfectly within their reach. Its author, Julian Owen, is an
experienced architect who has worked with self-builders for over 13 years and knows better than
most that good design does not need to be compromised by more pragmatic but equally important
concerns. Indeed, over the years he has built up a successful practice designing and managing the
building of custom-made self build homes all over the country. He is a founding member of ASBA,
Associated Self Build Architects, an affiliation of architects specializing in helping people to build
their own homes, speaks regularly at shows and seminars, and in 2003 he was awarded an MBE for
services to architecture.

Part of his mission is to dispel the myth that self build or renovation has to mean rolling up your
sleeves and getting up-close and personal with a cement mixer. Another part of it is to prove the
maxim that if you can afford to buy an existing house in a particular location, you can afford to build
an equivalent but better home in the same location. Self Build: design and build your own home

more than demonstrates these lessons. Its information is laid out in straightforward step-by-step
sections, written in a direct and easy-to-read style that belies the complexity of the subject, and the
content is packed full of the insights, advice and warnings of someone who has seen it all.

There are plenty of information resources for anyone thinking of self building or renovating but none
to date has given design quality quite such a high billing. Published by the Royal Institute of British
Architects’ publishing arm, I am very pleased to be able to recommend this important new addition
to the literature for all those self builders who believe that good design can unlock the potential of
great living.

Michael Holmes

Editor in Chief, Homebuilding and Renovating magazine
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