THE INDEPENDENT
SATURDAY 21 FEBRUARY 1998
1,

.0........0...........'..'.'.'....'.......‘.‘.................0...........0...0......‘.’..'...’...Q."..‘..I.C......C................0..........0...............................'.......l

12/PROPERTY

The house that Adrian and Andrea built

Your ideal home may be
impossible to find. But
design it yourself, and
the sky's the limit.
Robert Liebman
explains how to achieve
the ultimate DIY house

Whoever you are and whatever your
dream, your ideal bome bs almost cor-
tainly on the large, lght, hevarious side.
You'll need a swimming-pool, of
course, and a tennis court and stables
for the hotses - but apart from these
culravagant catras, your imaginary
house itsell is more spacious and
comfortable than the norm.

Buying such a home ready-built
ey be imposaibie, but by building your
own you may get close (0 the kdeal.

Andrea McPherson and Adrian
Hirst cach owncd o house which they
had purchased the taditional way,
When they set up bome together, they
decided 1o sell their respective prop-
crties and find o new house. “We
looked at old propertics to renovale,
but they were too costly, both 1o buy
and 1o update,” says Mr Hirst, who
works in pharmaceuticals,

Able to finance a self-built home
by selling one of their two propertics,
they started their adventure by con-
fronting the single largest barrier 1o
scll-build in Britain: not money, not
material, but land. Available, suitably
located land on which (o build. After
an cxtensive scarch, they bought a
cheap, derelict property from a brewer
and knocked it down,

Their new bespoke home had to
meet specific roquirements. “My son,
who is still & student, and my marricd
daughter still necded a Gamily base, and
some of our vislions would be wheel-
chair-users,” says Andrea, who is a
comumunity worker with the disabled.

Addrian wanted “a workahop for my
clamic car, and accews (0 peace and
quict. We needed four bedrooms,
wide doorways and bathrooms for
the disabled, and sound-resistant

walle ™ Thotfully noting that, as a planist,

DIY on a grand scale: Andrea and Adrian financed a self-built home by selling a property

Anddrea was still in the leaming stage,
he says that their interior walls are of
sound-absorbing breczeblock, not
limsy plastethoard. Light streams
into the hall from a window installed
in the rool, and the comservatory can
b entered from cither the dining room
or the living-room.

“We read the sell-build magazines
and books, and we atiended a sclf-
builden' seninar which had been ad-
vertised locally by the Amociation of
Self-Build Architects,” Adrian cx-
plains. They interviewed several arch.
fects and selected Julian Owen, who
had given the seminar.

With Mr Owen's help, they then
chose a builder. “The architect pre-
pared tender documents which we sent
1o six different builders, and we hired
the one recommended by a friemd, Ju-

lian Owen also supplicd a self-build
pack which helped us 1o start thinking
about design and matcrials”

They rejected underfloor heating
and solar pancls as oo capensive. “Our
architect suggested a slate rool, which
would have been three times as ex-
pemive as concrete. We decided on
concrete, The builder also gave us
mmqlhmﬂmmmm
tations (o exceed the

mcmlluullhmuclmdnml
more bouse for less moncy than typ-
ical house owners obtain, “We have a
new house that looks like an old one,
on a quarter-acre of land. | thought it
would be a wrench 1o leave the old
bowsse, bt it ks & joy 1o leave the leaks
behind, the flat roofs, the cracks, the
damp,” says Andrea,

Construction itsell is a relatively

short, intemse interfude in an overall
process which, Adeian stroses, reguines
comsidernbile time, encrgy and paticnos:
“1t took us two years to find the land,
and one year (o design the house, The
actual building was 22 weeks "

Wias it worth 7 10 was a great deal
of effort, but we feel privileged, very
lucky,”™ says Andrea. “We would def-
initely do it again. It was perhaps the

amd

most challenging ca-
perience of a lifctime.”

For first-time buyers, financing a
sell-built home can be tricky. As the
bouse does not yet cist, there is no
cyuity 1o underwrite a typical mort-
page. But the new howse will come into
caistence in stages, and some lenders

are prepared 1o offer phased-in loans
which parallel the house-building

process. Lenders specialising in self-

build morigages are listed in the sell-
brusiled mmsaganrines fudkd Jr, SelfThaild, andd
Individusl Homex: Homebuilding &
Henovating. A [act-aheet brochure
available from the Association of Sclf-
Build Architects (ASHA) provides a
succinet overview of the major consid.
crations. In greater depth, The House-
busidcder’s Flibsde, regulatly updated by the
author, Mark Brinklcy, discuwes (i
nance and everything clse you want or
necd 1o know: design, kit homes, pro-
ject management, inner skin, outer
skin, green tsucs, planning permision,
site supervision, materials, and tile
weight comparisons. Posaible sites are
Fistedd by two e Plotfinder and
Landbank Scrvices provide databases
listing available land and renovation
sites,

Julian Owen, the architect, says that
“architect’s fees shoukd be 7-10 per cent
for a full hand-holding scrvice, which
includes site appraisal, design, con-
struction drawings and sitc manage-
ment.” He himsell is a campaigner to
make more brown site available
1o private individuals, and admits that
it hepw i you have a relative who owm
a large garden. Visit all of the estate
agents, but abso visit local planning of-
fices and speak 1o utilities, universitics,
farmers and other landowners, Gen-
Crale YOUur own [T

The cost of the plot of land should
be approcimately onc-thind of the
total cost. The average self-build bud-
got is approximately £120,000, with
£4000 earmuarked for k. Many scll-
builders do at least some of the work
themselves, especially in the ganden
and cuternal Jeiot-prool
kits — put this nail into this bole; no,
not that one, this one - and marvel
lously designed homes can casily en-
tice those who want (ol more than
a pen or & shovel,

The ‘Individusl Homes - Home Huild-
Ireg & Riersowastivgg Show s af the Nutionas]
Exhistion Centre, Hirmingham, from 19
to 22 March (for details, call Centanr
Eshibitions, 0171-287 0710 01527 836
600).

Julisn Owen Anoclates, Architects, 6
Cumberiand Avenue, Heexton, Not-
tingham NG9 4DH (0115 922 9831).
Auvociation of Self-Build Architects
(ASHA) (0800 357310)

Plotfinder (089] 516326) (S0p per
m:‘mk. appwosimately three minutes
total).

Landbank Services (01734 615002),



