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_1m 6I&design _

The subtle use of reclaImed building malerlals can give your new house Instant character. In our market survey we look al the
sorts of materials thai can be used second time round and visit three houses where they have been used to good effect

RAge59
ISIaIId 2000
A group of
selfbuilders on the
Isle of Wight are
realising their dream
of owning their own
home, thanks to their
own endeavours and
a new community
selfbuild scheme.
Bob Matthews
charts their progress

RAge51
we:awa.tks
Building your new
house Is one of the
biggest projects you
will ever take on, so it
makes sense to
insure its safe
completion. Gerald
Cole tackJes the
tricky subject of
building Insurance
and warranties



imi
the secretgarden

Susan Ind OZ Mordlunt buln thllI. sIX bedroom house using naw b~cIIs Ind rool dies but nneu n out Wf1h I Plethora

or racI8Imed n_, Whlcll create IIIIl8IIl cl18r8Clll1' llIIIl I IllIlInD 01 IlIIUIenC8

WIth its llIed
conical roof
and curved

brick walls the
large sunroom
Is an attrectIve

lealU..

_, a1w:ays planned 10 bulk! ~: (h Monbum
• exclaims. The .slfe' is~ of :II VielorUn gar­

den, s!lu.ued on Ihe edge of a picturesque
NOlllngh;amshlre village, which h:ad been left

to Mlloto disrepair for over flfty yeal'5.
"1'h15 is Ihc flr!it selfbulld we have tackled - wt' had

lived nc::arby in lhe 5:&mc: village lind owoed the: garden,
which is silu;Ut'd some way from the: old howle, and I
had a dn2m that I wamed 10 build :II new home ~,.
Oz continues.

1bc site 15 located outside the: village: envelope: so It
toOk~ )'nI$ 10 obc:lin planning permiDlon for the
pro;ea. HOIi'o'C'Ya', 0" w:LlI able: to OY't'rrome inltlOLl reluc:·
arlee from the planning lIulhori()' by pining the backing
of Ihc villagers. Kl explained 10 them thaI I lnu~ndcd to
build sorncthlng ,,::ally bcllUllful and wonhwhllc and, as I
ha\'e lh'Cd here for 10 long, they knew WI what 1 Aid I
meanl, and ""TOle: individual 1enc.:tI of support whkh I
ptOCOlcd to Ihc planners,· Oz rccaIJs.

l1lc Mordaunt5 cho5c thdr an::hllCCl after .JCdng a new
house dalgned by Julian ~n, rounder member or
ASBA - AModated self Build Ardlltccu. Julian undertook
a site appraisal and dC'Vt.'lopcd the couple's brier, in addi­
tion 10 ncgOlI:ulng wfth the plllnning depanment and
submilling Ihe plannlnR and bulldlnll n.:gulations appU.
cations. MHe pla)td a major pan In !he protect, produc­
ing detailed spc.dtkalions and undenaldng the she ttnI­
fiotion, and it was v1raUy imponam lhat he could wort
wdI \Vi!h u.s.-

In order to maximise: such a spec:W ploc: it was Impor­
tant 10 build a sUilably Impressive dloVClIing. The new
house nttdt:d 10 incorporalc II design studio Cor Su~n
in addition to a large, imposing entrance hall, which was
originally Intended to contain a llI".tnd piano. This gal,
leried area realurcs an elaborate brick nreplace,
recbimC'd Yocir: n.agsl0ne5 and ocpoIC(l oak beams wf!h
sags' heads 011 the wall.



RedallUlliollMaZket sc.vey

~We wanted a kitchen with a sunroom orr il which
could be used :as a la!'&e living area; a games room and
scpar.lle dining room - e\'Crythlng JUSt nows from one
an..":l to the ncxt,~ Oz remarks.

111e main slalrcasc OjX:115 orr Ihe elllr.mce hall, with a
galleried landing ol'erlooking this area. A special roof
col15lructlon had to be dCliscd by Julian OI\'Cn to allow
a5 much space :tli possible throughout the finl floor,

which conslS15 of a warren of bedrooms and OI.her
accommodation, Including a study and en-suite bath­
room, allliued Into thl': roof space. The houSt': also Incor­
por:tll':S a series of outbuildings, a barbecue arc:l and an
Integral double garage.

The Mordaun15, who relllt.'tI locally dUring the build,
d<.'cided 10 use nL'\\' handmade bricks and roof tiles for
their traditionally sl)~cd homc; matcrials which an: In CI

The house has
been designed
In a tradlUonal
style, usIng
materials
svmpathetlc to
local bulldlngs



Maltret """'Recltmllltion _

Evlll1/ mille nem In IhIs house mv wile
and I have soun:ed aIIhOUllh, IOl1Unatelll
we didn't have 10 IIIIIIeItaIle anv aclUaI

diSmanllillg owselVeS •we wouldn't have
knOwn Where 10 SIlIIII

Reclelmed
flogstones

sourced from
811 over

YorkshIre are
laId

throughoul
the ground

floor and
overlaIn with
oriental rugs

giving the
property

instant
character, as

do the
numerous
hertyoak

cei1ing and
wall beams

salvaged
through the
IOCIIJ pllper

li)'OIp:1th)' wllh the local brick buildings, 07. a!iked York
II:mumade 10 makc up a sample boanl ofbrlck!i with the
mortar colour he Inlended 10 usc and took this, and
llOme cla)' roof 1110, to show Ihe plannef'li, who [mmedi­
ately agreed on the materialli. MI ruled out ull[n!!
n:da[med bricks for the build ali I w:lS concern!.--d Ihal,
when )'OlI I'isit a .sall'llge rant, it is often difficult to teU [f
Ihey will be suhable for
Cluernlll use, if Ihey are
porous or C\1:n mcci cur·
relll building regula­
tions, M he says.

The couple. who have
five children, haod 1I rough
budgel In mind bul admit
lhal Ihey aceeded Ihis
figure building the 3,700
square Ji:xx house, "'....id1 hxI I rolllr:lCt ,':lIue of lIround
.£175,000. ox, IIO'\"C\'CI", belil:w::li thai hb a:pcricna: as a
molor trader helped whc:n it came 10 haoggling for lhe
numc:tOUli rccbimcd I1UIaUIs hepu~_

M I acnally~ a lot of friends _ bu)ing and selling

'~hldcs)'OUget used 10 dealing \\ilh people C\"Cr}' day of
the: \\'\"Ck, hagg.ling \\ith lhem, having a bough and nuk­

ing dart oIfcrs lOr things and 1 mel .§OfllC realty n~~
pie. There'll definilely an lin in haggling bUI ii's nOl
something WI can easily be laughL You nc'Cd to be con­
fidenl and rake conuol rathu lhaon letting lhe seliCI' dom­
inale lhe procreding.s.

MEvcry single ilem in Ihis housc my wife and I ha\1:
.sourcrd allhough, fonunalely "'~ didn'l have 10 under­
lake any acru:1I dismantling oul'liCl,'eli - ""~ ,,",ouldn'l hao\~

known where 10 liIanl The first Ihings ""~ boughl "'~re

lhe York nagstOflcs, which are laid in all the dO\'t'T1Sl:Iif'li
rooms: ,,"1: lI'avclled all over Yorkshire and obla[ned
Ihem from numcrous $l11'll8C' yards and sales. 11lcy are
all the $lme liOrt of colour and t01ure - allhough you

can Iell where they've come from by Ihe lImouOl of
chewing gum on 5OI1lC of them[M

The Montaunu and tWO hdpef'li put Ihe stone nalP on
palleu after steaming and cleaning them - complellng
over three hundred yardli in a day, MSallr,lge )'"Irds were
charging belween SAO lind £60 per )':lnl,M .sa)'li 0,,- "lbe
cheapc!lt I hought wcre Sf.ovcn pounds per )':Inl at an auc­
lion, and the I11mt !.-"'penslve cost £20.· 01. K:lrui 11CW5­
papel1l and mllga7.[nes 10 find OUI aboul auclions :lnd
demollt[olU but admlu he's nC\"t.'r used a compuler in

his Ufe and would nOl feci
comfotlable surfing the
Internet, preferring ilUtead
Ihe fun of tr:&vclllng
around and 5C2rching OUI
ItCIllli in person.
All Ihe uplil:lirs noarlng ill
reclaimed pilch pine,
liOurced from :I company
on the Yorkshire border

which purchases ,,",ood $lh':lgcd out of okt milb and cuu
il 10 en::ate lOngue and gnxn'e bo:Inting, Such qU:lllly
limber al the right price hxI pn:wcd difficult to find, lind
Oz \\':15 abIc 10 coUect rhe pbnb hl~lf0fI h" im-a.lu_
abk Ilal-back tramponer_ MM05I people MY(,' lJOI "'':IJPI15
and ""ill ddtver to )'OU. and I «rt:Iinly didn'l auempl W

move lhe flaponcs mysdl, M $1)'5 ()z. ~J used kx:aJ c0m­

panies frum the Yellow Paga.M

The "'"Om nalP :Ire overlain wilh oriental rug:ti pur­
chased al auction and gn~ lhe propcny imam character,
as do Ihe numerous hefty oak n'iling and wall bcalllli
which Ihe couple salvaged Ihrough Ihe local paper,



RecIOlll€1/kJ"fIlIaIket s..vey

A1lhough these an: aClually non-supponJng, lhey have
been InCOrpor:llL'(!IO gl~ lhe Impn:....~lon thal Ihey an:
JilruCiural, load.bearing limbers rather Ihan a rncked-on
aftenhought. Sue Saw an adven for slxleen oak beams
Imponed from France, all about eighteen feet long,
which were olTert.-d at £150 each, Oz olTered fi\'e hun·
dred pounds for the 101, which he: cvt:ntually upped to
one thousand - maklng:m OY\'r:dl,sal'ing of £1,'100, MWe
cut Ihe bcarll,s In half and SCI them In, surroumlL-d with
plasler to create the de.sirc:d dfL"CI, and IIwy really do
make the houliC,~.s:l)'liOz. ~A whole, uncut beam, around
eighteen fc:.'C1 high, supportS the Slalrs and olhers wen:

u5l:d :I.S bres.~umers above Ihe flrcplaCC5."
All the Internal doors ha~ bL"Cn made for the housc

from redaimed pine, with Ihe same company nttlng
archltral'Cli, ,sklning boards, slalrcase and some kitchen
cupboards In reclaimed wood,

"If we can buy something old for Ihe price: of some'
thing new we will always choose: the older option, and
we had huntc:.-d high and low for Ihe right kltchcn furni­
ture before S1umbling across Ambergale Counlry

. Furnlture',s showroom which had t:X:Ietly whal we W:UlI'
ed," Reclaimed gran lie salY1iged from the fronl of a
dcmollshed bank ha.s hcen In.'let Inlo the kitchen work
surface and even Ihe pine plate rack Is made from
reclaimed wood by Amberg:lle,

New sanlmryware In Victorian style 15 joined by a 6ft
GillS claw fOOl balh whldl came from the Mordaunt.s' old
house:, MI \\'".15 W'Jlklng past one day and saw thai the new
Owner.> had thrown out the original e:tJit Iron bath from

lhe propl:'Ny,~ 0:1: recalls, It C05t him £400 to have' lhe
hath rc5un.,cccl and II l.~ now nued In the en,sulle h:llh·
room to stunning errect. MAlthough I had actuaJJy pur­
chaJit.'t1 some genuine Victorian hand ba.slns from a coun·
try house sale six years ago, Ihe reproductions from
Victorian 8:uhrooms in Yorkshire were almost Identical
to Ihese in style and were so com'incing Ihat I decidc:.'ti
on the pristine option rather than lhe markL-d originals, I
buy things bce:tusc I like them and feel thLl' will look
right in the house,"

Siained glass cosling £120 ror the rwo large panels was
purehased from a small rt.'(lamation )':Ird In Noulngham,
hall Ix.-cn cut 10 517.1: at the )':Ird and now Oanks the CI

The couple did
not want a
fined kitchen
as they had
built up such a
collectIon of

old pieces over
the years.
Inslead, they
opted lor a
kitchen from
Ambergate
which uses
lolsof
reclaimed
malerlals
including the
gmniteworX
sur1aces



~et s..¥eyReck1l1U1t1011

...

you nt.'\"Cr really know,~ 0" muses.
Susan and OJ: managed Ihe build thcmsc:lvt:s. cmpIO)'­

Ing 10Cll1 builder Nell Corden who has built a number of
propcnles and WJS sympathellc 10 their requirements
and happy 10 work wilh Ihe reclaimed matcrlals. ~lt

makes a change to be able 10 USC: quality materials and
we employed a vcry good jolncr who could aClually
express hlmself.~.saysO/~

~Some of the old matcrlals are more difficult 10 work
with than new, and )'Ou ha\'C to allow a eenaln percent­
ab'C of waste, bUi "'C think th:1[ Ihe end results spt.':tk for
themselves. a

.......... OJ15 922<.J831
Tlldlr IIDofllll. 01797320202
.lIIt: .......~ 0/347838881
IS&L 0800387310
.....ClIIlDY ..... OJJ73852J()C)
__....-. 01924267736

-........ ""im effccts: 0860 221957
1rdIlIIcanI&1IMllIaI.... 01924262831
SIilINlllII,.. PrIlIIlcU Ud.. Flooril/8' 01909 733333
11II ClnII. 8111/tler: 01636831200

Contacts ...

Gromulfloor
i

front door _ with additional Stained glass madc for Ihc
small arch lOp windQ\\'5 in Ihe dining room, which ft.':I·
ture a kt.1' and a lock to depict Ihe name of Ihe house:
'The St.'Cl'C1 Ganlen·. The main drlVl"Wl1y gate (circa 1840)
Stone setlS on the drl\'CWoiY, coping:; and Slone urns In
thc garden have all been dlscoven.'ti :u reclamation y:ttdlli
and sales. "To be honcsi II has nt.'\'Cr eroMCd my mind
whelher anything has Ix:en siolen. I'd like 10 Ihink Ih:u
cvcrylhing we purchased w:lS legillmalc but I suppose

The house has
the feel and

character of a
much older

property and
every room

holds a
reclamation
story of its

ow,
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